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This Veterans History Project interview is being conducted on a Tuesday, July the 14th,
in the year 2009 here at the Niles Public Library in the group study room in the reference
services department. My name is Neil O’Shea. I'm a librarian here at the Niles Library,
and I'm speaking with Judith A. Carlson.

Judith is here on behalf of her father, Norman Berkman, who was born on the 20th of
August 1917 and, sadly, passed away on March the 31st, 2008. His memoir of service is
interesting and unique to our collection at this time. It is really unfortunate that we are
not able to interview Mr. Berkman, but we heartily concur with his daughter that his
story is well worth knowing about and remembering and learning from. Judith’s remarks
here are based on her possession and command of extensive files and documentation
which her father compiled over the years relating to his two tours of duty in Europe. She
also benefited from a special experience with her dad when he told her all about his
experiences in the war shortly before he died in March of 2008.Judith has prepared for
this interview by developing a statement based on her dad’s recollections which I think is
a great way to lay out the salient facts before we discuss them in greater detail. So, at this
point, I'd like to ask Judith if she could read in her outline of her dad’s record of service.
(Interviewer’s words in italics)

My father enlisted in the Army at the Army’s request in June of 1945. He said he was
“drafted to enlist.” He told me that a friend of his, whose name he never told me, but I
think was from his old neighborhood, was in the Counter Intelligence Corps, and they
were apparently looking for people who could speak Russian and/or German. The friend
named my father, who understood Russian well, spoke it a little, and spoke and
understood Yiddish very well. (Veteran’s daughter’s words)

So when my father agreed to enlist, they sent him up to a farm in Northern Wisconsin to
turn his Yiddish into German. After that, he was deployed to Germany and under the
cover of being a musician as his German identity, -- one of his German identity cards
names him, he became a spy.



The highlight of that tour of duty was his participation in the retrieving of some German
crown jewels in 1946. I have the documentation and pictures of those crown jewels. Also,
sometime during that tour of duty, he was issued a German identity card showing that he
was placed in Dachau as a political prisoner. He never was in Dachau. Apparently,
though, he was in a displaced persons’ camp. I have a German identity card showing that
his German identity was Normann Bergmann. They changed the “k” to a “g” and added
an n to both first and last names. He didn’t say too much about this tour of duty except
that part of his job in the Displaced Persons camp was to ferret out German spies who
were, as he put it, and this is a direct quote from him, “on the wrong side of the divide,”
and identify mid to high ranking officers as, again a quote from him, “hiding in the DP
camp.”

He also often went undercover in the civilian sector. In this last, he said something about
stopping sabotage, but I'm not at all clear about that. Also, during that particular time in
the civilian sector, he met the woman, who ended up being my stepmother, when he
needed cover of a wife. She was working for the United States Army, and she was his
cover. And she did, in his second tour of duty, did, in fact, become his wife.

He also did finally admit that he was an interrogator, but would say nothing more about
it. And it wasn’t until after his death that I believed this gentle man really was. The Army
documentation was very clear about that. However, from what I’ ve read regarding some
of the interrogation techniques used by the Army during the Cold War and, you know,
during World War II, I, I'm pretty sure why he wouldn’t say anything more. He didn’t
want his oldest daughter to know what he might have done.

After he was discharged in. 1947, he remained in the Army Reserves at 5th Army
Headquarters in Chicago. During that time, from what I can glean from the papers I have,
he might have worked as an instructor and lecturer. I do remember a couple of times
going to headquarters with him because he said he had to give a talk. I never heard the
talks, however, as I was put in an office with a coloring book, crayons, and books to keep
me occupied until he was finished with whatever it was he was doing. I also have papers
that show he was schooled in military law and in the Geneva Convention.

He then returned, at his request, probably to go back and get my stepmother, to active
duty in August of 1950. T have Army correspondence indicating that, from about
February to April of 1951, it was requested that he be returned to the Counter Intelligence
Corps. I'm not positive I understand these papers very well. They’re written in Army
abbreviations, but it seems that he was refused, and, in the end, was deployed to Germany
again under the auspices of the Military Intelligence Service. All he would say about that
tour of duty was that he gathered intelligence that was useful to the United States,
alluding to the fact that he couldn’t say anything more as it was all still, quote, “top
secret.”

He was then discharged finally in August of 1953 and that was the end of his Army tours
of duty. I will say he was so proud of being a spy that, when he got on the Internet,
sometime in the late 1990s, his screen name was exspion webtv.web.



Wow. Thank you.
You’re welcome.
Now, when your dad entered the Service, was he living in Chicago?

Yes, he was. 817 West Cornelia.

That would be Lake View or--

He was still married to my mother. Yes, Lake View

Do you know where he went to high school or--

Actually, no, I do not, but I can find that if you want me to bring that.

No--

I'll just call my uncle.

Yes.

He knows the school. Actually, his discharge papers show he went to Marshall.

It is interesting to see the neighborhoods and where people came from. And do you know
what he was doing at the time he was joined up?

Oh, yes. He was a musician and he was also teaching music at the Wurlitzer Piano
Company downtown. '

Yes. So, he was, having been born in 1917 and then entering the Army in 1945, he would
have been, I think, almost 28. He was 27 years of age?

Yes.
Is that right?

Yes. He had a wife and a child, so he was too-- he was not eligible to be drafted. That’s
why he was drafted to enlist.

On the recommendation of this friend of his.

Of his friend. I do not know the friend’s name.



Do you know if the friend was skilled in languages, also?

Yes. He said that that was why, because they used to speak a little Russian with each
other and a lot of Yiddish. The friend was also Jewish.

Yes. So, in Germany at that time after the war, with the Russians and the allies sharing
the occupation of Germany and Berlin, his language skills must have been very-- must
have been needed?

They were very much needed.

So did your dad ever talk about boot camp, or anything like that, or training experiences,
or adjusting to life in the Army?

Basically, he said his boot camp went by so quickly that he didn’t even notice it.
Apparently, because he was basically going almost directly into CIC.

Yes. I mean, he got the training,

The training, and then when he comes out in 1947, he’s already - he comes out as a staff
sergeant.

Correct.

Yes. So do you know where he went for his basic training or anything like that?

Both times, Fort Riley.

Fort Riley, Kansas.

From what I understand, yes.

In fact, I remember telling him, one of my grandsons lives in Kansas, and when I told my
father, I says, “Hey, one of your great-grandsons lives in Kansas!” He says, “Oh,
Kansas,” he says, “Fort Riley. Both times.” That’s all he said!

And then he’s posted to Germany?

Yes

I wonder if he went over on a ship or a plane?

He did go over on a ship.He said the ship came out of, I think he said Maryland or Maine,
I’'m not too positive of that. He took a train, I know, east, because he tried calling my

mother from the train station when he was being deployed and she didn’t answer. And, of
course, we now know why.



Yes. So he was posted to the-- or his unit was the 970th Counter Intelligence Corps.
Counter Intelligence Corps, that’s their battalion badge.

And that was in, which we will add to this transcript, it looks like it’s a sleeping lion or
something like that.

To me, it looks like a lion.
Yes. Kind of--

In fact, his license plate in Florida, okay, was that. They only demand a rear license plate,
so his front license plate was a copy of that. That’s how proud he was.

I was going to say that indicates that it was something he was proud of, wasn't it? Yes.
Oh, very much so.

Yes, and not too many people could have done that job either, 1 suspect. So, then his
initial mission in Germany, so he was posted to Berlin, I suppose?

Yes, started out there.

His initial mission was to kind of go undercover with these identification papers?
Yes.

And see if he can sniff out any German who-

Sniff out any Germans and sniff out any--

Nazis who are--

He did say traitor Russians, but Russians aren’t traitors, so I don’t know.

Oh, Russians who might have collaborated?

Well, remember-- right, collaborators.

Or, yes, yes.

But, of course, he would never believe there were any. I mean, you know, Russian

background himself. At that time, according to him, Russians were wonderful and
Germans were horrible across the board, but I can’t blame him.



So when he’s on duty then in his first tour, he’s in civilian clothes, right?

Yes, he is, even up to and through the retrieval of the crown jewels.

Yes, so I wonder, does he, for example, have an apartment or does he--

He did have an apartment. He said it was in a half bombed out--

Probably a lot of those places--

Oh, yes. Three stories, no running water. And that was at the time Olga was covering as
his wife. Okay, he was out in the nightclubs playing music. He played music on the
street. My father played the accordion.

So he used his musicianship as part of his cover?

As part of his cover., very, very definitely.

So, Olga, did she have an interesting history in Germany? Had she lost her Sfamily during
the war and needed to protect herself with the Americans or something?

No Her mother was alive. They were, oh, from what Olga told me at one time, but this
was many years ago, her mother escaped. Her brother was SS. She did not like the fact
that her brother was SS, and she went over to the American side. She did not like what
the Nazis were doing. And, of course, this would bear fruit in the fact that she married an
American Jewish GI.

Yes. So she was not from a Jewish background?

Oh, absolutely not.

Yes. And then did the brother survive the war, the SS man?

No, he did not. He did not survive the war.

The-- so, we mentioned it, the, your dad had described--

By the way, her mother survived the war, but the brother did not.

But she remained in Germany, did she?

She remained in Germany. She came for a visit. It was an interesting visit, [ will say that.

You remember it?

Oh, yes.



What year would that have been?

Oh, I'don’t know, but I do remember my grandmother, my father’s mother, being
introduced to her. And she spoke enough English to get across, and they were talking
about their sons, my father, and, of course, my stepmother’s brother who was SS, and the
old lady was so proud, she showed a picture to my grandmother of her son in his SS
uniform. I give my grandmother credit. My grandmother looked and said, “He’s a
handsome boy,” went to the bathroom, and threw up.

Yes. Yes.
So I don’t think that my stepmother’s mother was an American collaborator. I think she
just survived the war. Now, whether she survived the war because her daughter was an

American collaborator, I have no idea.

Yes.

But I did meet the woman. She gave me the chills — that should be off the record.

Wow.

So the highlight, I think your dad used the expression or described it as such, and you did
too, the highlight, probably, of this first tour of duty was this recovery of the crown
jewels?

Yes.

How did that come about?

What happened was he was apparently stationed at the border, okay, as he called it, “the
correct side of the divide.” And the, that account, kind of, okay, we’re not sure. Well,
he’s sure. Correct.

So these were the crown jewels?

Those were the crown jewels of Duchess Theodora of Saxony-Weimar-Eisenach.

Wow.

Okay, apparently the duchess had hired a mercenary, a smuggler or whatever, to come
and get her crown jewels. He got caught at the border.

Bringing them out to her?

Bringing them out to her.



She had fled the zone?

She had fled the zone. He got caught by the Americans and the Russians coming out. And
he told them what was going on. And my father said that the Russian command right
there and the American command said, you know, “She got out. She really didn’t do
anything. Why don’t we get them to her?” That was done without, really, the permission
of my father’s commanding officer, whose name I do not know. Apparently, someone
said, “Okay, we’re going to do this,”and since the Russians said, “Naw, we don’t want to
do it”, “Why don’t one of you Americans go?” So one of the Americans went back with
the smuggler, because he already knew where everything was. And they got them all out.
My father alluded to the fact that he was the one. A newspaper account doesn’t name
who and a book in which there is a chapter regarding Weimar crown jewels also does not
name the actual person. I don’t know. However, in my entire life, my dad died when I
was 66, ’'m now 68, I’ve never known him to tell a lie. So, I don’t know, but it is
possible, because that was the type of adventurous thing my father would have done.
“We’re going back. Let’s go get them,” Yes. (The exciting episode is described in
Chapter 29 “Bribes and Crown Jewels” of the 1995 book, Dear God, I’'m Only a Boy

by Menno Duerksen.

He had the language skills to do it.

And he had the language skills to do it.

Yes.

You know, and, as you can see from the pictures on his German passport, or German
identity papers, he also had, you know, he could look Russian, he could look German, he
could look American.

Yes.

So they managed to get out. And they did get all the crown jewels. He said it took three
trips, the original smuggler who was caught, and then two more trips with whomever
went back with the smuggler to get them out. And they did get them all out, according to
the duchess.

I wonder how far it was, whether it was an overnight kind of --

Yes, it was.

It was overnight.

Yes. He said it took them about six hours, seven hours, to get into the, whatever small

town, I'imagine - she was the crown duchess of, you know, Saxony-Weimar-Eisenach, so
he did say Saxe. But I don’t know what that means, okay, I have no clue! I have no idea.



So your dad earns a World War 11 victory medal, victory ribbon, and then he is
discharged in 1947?

Yes.

January of “47, and he comes--

The Reserve.

back to Chicago and joins the Reserves.

Back to Chicago with my stepmother, joined the Reserves.
This is after the first tour of duty, is it?

Oh, no. I’m sorry, I'm confused.

Yes?

No, he came back and joined the Reserves, divorced my mother.
When he came back?

Right.

So there is always a question like when a veteran returns from a combat situation to
civilian life, sometimes there is a difficulty adjusting, but--

Yes, he moved back with my grandparents for a little while.
He really changed his life then?

Oh, he totally changed his life. Before he enlisted on that first tour of duty, he owned a
music shop. They sold music records, Victrolas, everything. And he left--

Is that on Cornelia, in the area of Cornelia?

Halsted and Cornelia, right on Halsted. In fact, I have pictures of that shop, which I
didn’t-- I didn’t think that’s important. And he left my mother to take care of it. One of
the things that caused the divorce, not only was that she cheated on him, but the fact that
her father decided a woman should not be working, put up a horrid fuss about her trying
to keep that little radio shop open. And ended up, it failed. So my father comes back from
his first tour of duty, his business is kaput. It’s gone.

It’s gone.



And that did not help, you know, the divorce at all.
No money, and then, yes, the Reserves might have helped a little bit, I suppose?

Yes. So when he came back, he moved, he and my mother, moved in with my maternal
grandparents, along with me. And that did not last long. And I do remember my father
leaving. I remember the day he left, and my mother was screaming and hollering, “What
do you mean? You were unimportant! You didn’t do anything in the Army!” And that
was it. And he moved, and I think he moved up north to Elston Avenue. I’m not sure he,
oh, no, I take it back. T am sure. He moved in with his middle brother, the one who is now
still living, into Albany Park. And he stayed with him while he was in the Reserves. And
then, from there, he enlisted into a second tour of duty. And then when he got out of the
Army, he and my stepmother moved up to Elston Avenue near Elston and Lawrence.

Yes, he had a pretty exciting life in the, an exciting life in the final days of World War 11
and the beginning of the Cold War, and status, and then he comes back to Chicago

And the business has failed.

And finds everything is gone.

Everything is gone, so-- yes.

Yes. The man my mother was cheating with, his name was George. So, for years, any
time something that we didn’t, anyone in my father’s family, you know, me, whatever,
anytime there was something that we really didn’t like, we said, “Well, by George, it
happened again!”

What a great sense of humor

Yes.

So the second time he’s not - he doesn't get into- he isn’t accepted into Counter
Intelligence. He winds up in Military Intelligence.

Correct.

And that's when he completes all these special courses, these various courses?

Yes, basically. this, yes, (Judith refers to documents which are appended.)December
1950, April 1953. Let’s see, when was this dated? August 4th, 1953, guest speaker to the
Troop Information Program, pertaining to Europe. So his experiences, apparently, subject
material, narrative, he was a pretty good talker. The Army General School, June 1951 to

August 1951, as an interrogator. So when he went back and then, of course, we have that-

So he was posted again to Germany, when he goes back?

10



He was posted again to Germany.

With his language skills, and he was interrogating ?

At his request. I think with his skills he didn’t really need to request it.
Yes.

But he did request it, because there was Olga sitting there, and he promised he would
come back for her. And, of course, everybody says he’s never coming back to get her.

Oh, so that’s-- do you think your, I mean, I--

What?

The question just suggests itself. I hope it's not rude.
Oh, not at all.

Do you think your father returned to America after the first tour of duty and he really did
think he was going to go back and get her?

No.

It was an option?

No. I asked him that question.

Oh, wow.

I did ask him. I said, “Dad,” I said, “I know my mother was cheating on you,” I said, “but
did you go back for your second tour of duty to get Olga, and were you planning on
doing that?” And he said, “No, I wasn’t planning on doing it,” he said, “but when I came
back, found the business gone.”

Yes.

“Found out I had to move in with my in-laws, things were not working out, it was
confirmed that your mother was still cheating on me with George,” he said, “I was
already in the Reserves,” he said, “and I decided to go back into active duty and go back
and get Olga.” He says, “I was going to forget about her,” he told me, he said, “but the

circumstances.”

Yes. So, I wonder he would have been in, when he was, so he’s back in, back in Germany.

11



Yes.

In 19--7

1950.

And on this second tour of duty, he serves until 19537

Correct.

And then, did he marry, he married when he was in Germany?

He married on December 2nd, where is it here? I have it. I just had it in my hand. Yes, he
married on December 4th, 1952, in Passau.

So then they had to live together--

Yes

For another ten months?

I'have absolutely no idea of what all these abbreviations mean.

Yes. But he was married--

Okay. Moved dependent below from Paussau, Germany, to Dependents’ Assembly Area,
etc., with a report date of December 4th, oh, 1942, no, he married her before that. I’ll
have to get--

*52, right?

[ mean "52.

Yes. Yes.

Yes, yes, so I will have to--

Did he ever--Did he say who he was interrogating there? Were they Germans or
Russians?

He said he was mostly interrogating Germans. It was mostly Germans, some German
civilians, but, as I said, you know, in that one, he was-- he didn’t talk much.

Yes. I suppose by that time--

He gathered information.

12



The chill of the cold war was really setting in?

Yes. And I asked him, I said, at that point, I said, “What about communism? Did you--
Was communism any part of what you were taking place in?” And he said, “No, not
really. Not really.” I said, “Well, I thought that, by then, as far as the SS or the Germans,”
I says, “I thought that it was basically over.” And he said, “No, it wasn’t.” But he says,
“But I can’t tell you much about that,” he said. Because I think it’s still top secret.

Yes.

So I have no idea.

Of course, there were still all kinds of German war criminals to hunt down in 1950.
And I think that was what he was probably doing.

Yes. Yes.

Because he said, “No, it had nothing to do with communists.”

So then your dad comes back, he comes back to the United States, back to Chicago with
his new German bride, and then he adjusts to life.

Very well.

Yes.

Eventually moved out to Carpentersville, remained a musician for the rest of his life.
On the accordion. Accordion, yes.

He played anything that had a keyboard and put the addition of a harp, because all that is
is a piano without the keyboard.

Yes.

Yes. And he taught piano. He, I have been told, don’t know, I would have to check with
Harper College, that he helped institute the adult music classes at Harper College.

Yes.
At the college level.

Did he-- So he never had to consider using the GI bill or anything like that, did he?

13



No.

And did he meet like-- Did he have any wartime buddies or military service friends?

No.

That he stayed in touch with, or?

No I asked him about that. However, when he married my stepmother, she already did
have a daughter. Ellen married, who is now, of course, my brother-in-law, Abe. And Abe
was a survivor of the camps. So it was, you know, it was really strange, the only wartime
friend he had was Abe, who was liberated, okay, and continued to work for, you know -
and my mind is so messed up, this is my sister and brother-in-law, which I can’t
remember their last names!

Well--

This is weird!

It’s okay for reasons of privacy.

b

My father, no, because I did ask him about that. I says, “What about the guys?,” he says
“You know,” he says, “I don’t know if any of them survived.”

So Abe was a survivor and he was in a camp? Was he Jewish?

He was in a camp. Oh, yes.

He was Jewish?

Yes. He was Jewish.

So, Olga who wasn’t Jewish--

Who was not Jewish, her daughter married a Jewish gentleman. In fact, Ellen converted.
Yes, and then Olga marries a Jewish man, so it's--

Well, Olga married a Jewish man first.

Yes, so it’s kind of fascinating.

Strange. Olga never converted.

Yes.

14



Never converted. In fact, you know, I have a half brother, a half sister, and a step-sister.
We don’t refer to each other that way.

Yes.

You know, we’re sisters and brother, and this is it.

So those are the, yes, those are the new social relationships as a result of World War I1.
Right. It’s very interesting.

Yes.

But no--

So he wasn’t joining veterans’ organizations or--

No.

Yes.

And I did ask one thing of my father that I found very interesting, because I had heard
that many, many, many World War II veterans refused to talk about it. And I asked, “You
know, Dad,” I says, “Here I am. I am 66 years old. Why now? Why are you telling me
now?” And he said, “Because I want it to not all die with me.” “Why didn’t you tell me
before, Dad?” He said, “I don’t know. It brings back such terrible, terrible memories.”
And when he was speaking to me about many of the things, the crown jewels, a little bit
about the interrogation of civilians, he actually did have tears in his eyes.

Sure.

I know there is a lot he said that he really never wanted to talk about it.

Yes.

Can you, speaking for your father here, how do you think, well, his military service and
experiences greatly affected his life?

Oh, very, very much so. Very much so. As I said, his email address was
exspionwebtv.web. Very, very much affected his life.

He would not watch any movies or read any books, basically, having to do with the SS,
Hitler, I remember that very, very distinctly, very distinctly.

Yes.

15



It affected him so badly. I'm not too sure if it affected him that badly because he was
Jewish or because of his personal experiences.

Maybe both, yes.
Probably both would be my guess.

Did-- how do you think his military experiences influenced his thinking about war or
about the military in general?

He hated it.

He hated--

War altogether.

Yes.

As far as he was concerned, every single country in the world should dissolve its military.
He said war, he fully agreed with the - what was it, the hippie philosophy, you know, or
who was it, Patton, or Sherman, who said “war is hell”’?

You know, make love not war.

Yes.

War is no good for any living being. If there are any living beings left afterwards. My
father was totally against war. In fact, my father wouldn’t even have an argument with
somebody that was heated.

Yes. His parents would probably subscribe to that view also, right?

Oh, absolutely. I have papers, if I can wrest them from my cousin. My grandmother
wrote some stories about some pogroms when she was a child. Only two have been
translated from the Russian.

Yes.

My cousin has the rest, and they have not been translated.

Because I think socialists of that--

Oh, yes.

generation or that time, they were very much internationalists.

16



Well, I remember two boxes in my grandmother’s house, okay, one for the socialist
charity and the other one for the Zionist charities. Okay, and when I was a child, they
used to take me out to the Indiana Sand Dunes to - they had a permanent quote, unquote
tent that was shared. Well, my mother’s family found out that it was actually a socialist
camp, and they wouldn’t let me go anymore. But it was so much fun!

Yes.

Yes.

Is there-- thank you for being so generous with the details of your father's life.

Thank my father for finally being so generous.

Yes. Is there anything else you feel like we should add to the interview? I know you
already typed everything out, and we've discussed some general questions that we ask the
veterans.

Really not-- I mean, he told me a lot.

Yes.

['took notes. They didn’t have to be copious notes, because he had a memory that was
unbelievable. And so do I, right along with it.

It is evident. It is evident, yes.
Yes. And he had all this documentation that when I looked at it, I went, whoa, wow!

So if I can get these documents scanned and properly captioned, that, and your remarks
here today, will give us some understanding-

Right.

and appreciation.

And these are the ones from the second tour of duty--
The second tour.

that need scanning. This does not.

Okay.

So we can do that.
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Well, then, at this point, then, I thank you very much for coming in and giving us a very
interesting interview--

Thank you for having me.

about a very interesting man who served his country twice.

An extremely interesting man. Served his country twice, although I really do think the
second time he served his country was a little bit more towards my, the woman who was
going to be my stepmother, but again he was going to be an honorable man until he came
home, and, you know what hit the fan, and he wasn’t about to do that.

Well, I'll hit the button now.

Yes.

Reader’s Note

The following 26 pages of scanned material in chronological order illustrate Mr.
Berkman’s two tours of duty in Germany. Included are his undercover identity
documents and 7 pictures of the crown jewels he rescued with his own
annotations in bold type.
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Staff Sergeant Norman Berkman
during his 1st tour of duty
July 12, 1945-Jan. 14, 1947

| \

Sl * 3

In reviewing this scanned material, Judith recalled asking her father, “Why didn’t

you become an officer?” He explained that he had qualified for Officer Training School ,
but given his assignment to the Counter-Intelligence Corps with language skills, the Army
said he was more useful as an enlisted man and would have more freedom of movement.



Mr. Bergmann’s “Special Identity” document, showing that he had
been imprisoned in Dachau for 9 months for political reasons




A German identity-card for the undercover Sgt. Berkman, a.k.a. the German civil_ ian
“Mr. Bergmann.”




Staff Sergeant Berkman’s U.S. Army identification card
during his first tour of duty in Germany.



Mr. Berkman’s Displaced Persons” Card showing his
undercover identity of

“Normann Bergmann”

MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF GERMANY

. 7654

‘ eg. No.

TEMPORARY REGISTRATION Zeitweilige Registrierungskarte
Normann Alter 28 . Gesdllecr!t nale

Age
‘ g

Stindige Adresse '
Pemlaient Addresr&mww gz:::m_uum
Jetzige Adresse
Present Address
oy VEr_Inhaber diesy
" wgistriert und wr-es i
Massnahme fiihrt zu-
The holder of

is prohibited from
will at all times have

None

Identity
FFICIAL

Unterschrift

Dalg of Issue
15.4.46

Mr. Bergman’s registration as a “civilian” with the military authorities in Germany in 1946.



Mr. Berkman, who entered the Russian Zone with the smuggler Heinrich Mueller
to retrieve the rest of the Grand Duchess’s jewels in May, 1946, provided this
reading note for the May, 1947 newspaper article below.;

“Original newspaper disclosure by Menno Duerksen, was datelined May
29, 1947. The reporter was ordered by Intelligence (G-2) headquarters to
hold up this report until things settled down after the zone borders were es-
tablished. Then we could we see how the Russians might react so we could
edit the report to keep the peace for the time being.”

947

llion in

The glittering hoard of jewelry,
silver and heirlooms belonged to
the royal German family of Sach-
sen-Weimar Eisenach., It now is
under American military guard.

The treasure was trucked over
the U.S.-Soviet zonal border in
August, 1946,

Value Set at a Million,
Appraisers for the U.S. Army
sald the gems and other articles
there were worth a conservative
$1,000,000. Unofficial sources _

the watoe might be as high: affh

$6,000,000, The Sachsen-Weimar
Eisenach family called the latter
figure exaggerated.

More than two years ago, in
the Allied onrush that broke the
back of Nazj resistance, the Rus-
sians approached the Sachsen-
Weimar Eisenach estates at Hein-
richan, Silesia,

Duchess Hides Treasures,

The Grand Duchess Feodora—
who celebrated her 57th birthday
up the treasure

her estates at Zillbach

The U.S. Army

moved in on Zillbach, but before
it artived the duchess had the
valugbles ' huried in cellars and
" " 7. When the occupation
were finally fixed the

her treasure was

'moved to the
_in what
otcupation

man Gems

successful young smuggler who
operated across the Soviet-Amer=
ican zonal border. \

The duchess asked him to

ibring out her jewels. He was to

get 2 per cent of their value in
cash and another 5 per cent in
jewels, Under bales of Com-
nist propaganda one truckload
came over the border unhindered,
The second truck wag stopped by
German border polite, Suspicious
his literature, they dug into it,
ound the va#luables, and ¢l
Army Intelligence agents.
‘Army Seizes Treasure.

A U.S. armored column with
machine guns mounted came one
October day to Eschwege, got the
treasure and took it to Bad Nau-
heim. It was inventoried and
transferred later to a depository
for safekeeping.

Only when f{field agents for-
warded the receipt for the treas-
ure to intelligence headquarters
gid the word reach high level of-

They wrote a note to the grand
duchess telling her what they
knew of the case. She considered
the note as official acknowledg-
ment of her ownership. But she
feared the Russians would de-
mand the return of the treasure
to its original estate, and took no
action to reclaim it for the time



The next 9 pictures pertain to Mr. Berkman’s role in the recovery of the Crown
Jewels of the royal German Family of Sachsen-Weimar Eisenach for the Grand
Duchess Fedora who had fled her estate in Silesa upon the Russian advance.

Mr. Berkman comments:

“A corner and part of a wall in the CIC office at
Eschewege where the treasure was displayed. Note that
all the items were already tagged. Also note flatware
chest on the floor. See item for details.”



Menno Duerksen, the United Press Staff Corresondent, who penned
the newspaper article, would later write the book Dear God, I’'m Only
a Boy, published by Castle Books in 1986 with a revised 1995 edition
by Wordsworth.

Its Chapter 29- “Bribes and Crown Jewels” provides his account of
the retrieval of the jewels and the delay in publishing his newspaper
account due to the Postwar politics of the day and the need to
“respect” the zones of the occupying Allies.

Mr. Berkman captioned “More of the treasure covering top

of grand piano.”



“Additional pictures of the treasure displayed in another part of the office and
resting on the grand piano on the right. The crown jewels can be seen.”

Y

[

——
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1] -i‘ ARRTIED DAY DD AN

“the flatware service for 36 featured gold-plated silver with delicately
hand-painted porcelain handles.”



Mr. Berkman wrote: “Closer look at crown jewels. Rear photo is the
Grand Duchess of Sachsen (Saxony)-Eisenach-Weimar.”

e . - -

“From left, Senior agent, Eschwege CIC detachment.
Mayor of Eshwege (a converted ex-communist. Very Useful!)”




“Real closeup of crown jewels.”

“Full Eschwege CIC detachment. From left, me in civilian clothes,
senior agent, junior agent.”




Mr. Berkman’ s own description

“a bit of levity. Here I am again, standing between two guests from
our sub-regional CIC office in Kasssel.”
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Staff Sergeant Norman R. Berkman’s Honorable Discharge after 1st tour of
duty in Germany.

BHonorable Discharge
Thi i 1o corliffy thad

NORMAN R. BERKMAN, '~ , STAFF SERGEANT,

970TH COUNTER INTELL IGENCE CORPS DETACHMENT,
UNITED STATES FORCES EURCPEAN THEATER ,

Army of the United States

servive of the United Ftates of Anericn.

Thots corlificnte o anwarded ws @ Loslvinoncal of Honesd

Grven ol SEPARATION POINT, FORT GEORGE MARYLAND.

Drnte 14 JANUARY 1947,

COLONEL A.G.D.



Mr. Berkman’s “Enlisted Record and Report of Separation,”
dated January 14, 1947

ENLISTED RECORD AND REPORT OF SEPARATION
HONORABLE DISCHARGE G 7
1. &sv NAME =FIRST NAHE~MIDDLE JNITIAL 2, ARMY SERIAL NQ, l.snABGT 4, ARM OR SERVICE S. CONPONERT
RFRKMAN NORMAN R ' 1 NV A ND ae
6, QRGANIZATION . 7. DAte nl.'WAMTIOI 6. PLACE OF “FARSE'PARAT l ON PO | NT
Q7NTH C I DFT HIQFEFT 14 VAN 47 CADT ACADNE N MEANRE MR
9.7 PEAMANENT ADDRESS FOR WAL iNG PURPOSES . 77T 10. DATE OF BIRTH 11. FLACE OF BIBTH
_ A | [} 20 Al 17 FUIFAAAA 1T
. ADDRESS FROW WHICH EMPLOYMENT WILL BE SOUGHT 13, COLOR EYE! 14, COLOR HAI} 18, HEIGHT 18, WEIGHT 17, BO. DEPEND,
QFF a RIUF  RiArk ®18LM 178 w2
[} Mace 1o. WANITAL STATUS 20 U, 8. CITIZEN 21, CIVILIAN GCCUPATION AND NO,

wm'rr:luzcnnlomsn(upcm;fy ilNGLElIA%IEDI OTHER (specify) v:sx I.uo

SAI FSMAN 1-87.26
MILITARY HISTORY

22. DATE OF INDUCTION 23, DATE OF EJILI:ITIEN'!' I 24, DATEOF ENTAY IATO AcTjvEk Geayice 28, PLACE OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE
12 i hs 12 i hs CHIGARAN 11
SELECTIVE 28. nESISTERED 18, COUNTY AND STATE 26, HOME ADDRESS AT TIME OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE
SENVICE ves L1/
DATA 11k fONK 111 SFF a
30. MILITARY GGCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY AHD NO, $1. MILITARY QUALIFICATION AND DATR { 4.8, dnfantry, aviation and mar \p badges, cte.|
INVFSTIGATOR N MKM M1 (CARRINF FXP <Mn

32, PATTLES AND CAMPAIGNS

NONE
33, DECORATIONS AND CITATIONS

WORLD WAR |1 VICTORY R IBBON

34, WOUNDS RECEIVED IN AGTION

NONE .
as, LATEST IMMUNIZATION DATES a0, BERYICE OUPIRY FQRTIERTIEY 8. AHD RETURN
SHALLPOX TVFPIlOID TETAHUB tﬁbtmei}ﬁ”\l )-I 6 DATE OF ARRIVAL
JAN A JUN MA AN LA TYPH JAN 46 1 FEB 46
a7 TOTAL LENGTH OF SERVICE 38, HIGHEST GRADE HELD
CONTINENTAL SERVICE | FOREIGN SERVICE
YEARS |MONTHS DAVS |YEARS  MOHNTHS | DAYS 3 9 DEC L}(
o7 1710 10 I 1A
30, PRIOR SERVIGE A
NONE
40, REASON AWD AUTHOMLTY FOR SEPARATION \\‘35\\’\\\’-“‘\‘“.; G

TWX WDGPA WASHINGTON W% DTD 17 0T LA & AR A15-265 DTN 15 DFCLU(C oF ¢
a - - a2

41, SERVICE SCHOOLS ATTENDED . EDUCATION LEATy )
@ JLgh §qbosl _ Goll
CIC HOLARIRN MN FHROPFAN THEATFER INTELI 1IQFNCE Qru nrp| ~E R T

PAY DATA

43, LOHGEVITY FOR PAY PURFOSES 47, TOTAL AMOURT, NAME OF

90445

INSURANCE
2 J "IN - s DAYY
(MPORTANT  [F BRUMION, [0 00T RAID WO DI 0L MR T DA

5L Dale ol Meat Promium

REMARKS ( This : nace for complation of abova items or entry of other itoms specified in W. D. Directives )

RECOMMENDED FOR FURTHER MILITARY TRAINIHG
LAPEL BUTTON ISSUED NO DAYS LOST UNDER AW 107

+(35) FLU Nay-b5 ASR SCORE O
ANY

56, SIGNATURE OF PERSON BEING SEPARATED 7. PERSDIWI. ﬁr&:ﬁﬂ_{(fuﬂa name, grado and organization - eignaiuro)
- £ A7 s k_J
/ CWG  USA rrna
WD AGU FORM §3 . BE This form supersedes all previous editions of
1 November 1944 WD AGO Forms 53 and 55 for enlisted persons

entltled o an Honorable Dischoige, which
will :ot ba usad after reveipt of this rcvislon,



Mr. Berkman’s Separation Qualification Record with breakdown of his duties over

his 13 months as an “Investigator”
¢

e
IAL‘A.AA‘“:‘L a

SEPRATION QUALIFICATION RECORD

¥E THIS FORM. IT WILL NOT BE REPLACED IF LUST

This record of job assignments and «ial training received in the Army is furnished 1o the soldiet wi.en h i i
Lo re o . wiwen he leaves th . -
tion, information is taken from availablrmy records and ’“[’ﬁ“'m(’"“'d by personal interview. The inlormatio:e:l)ozt’t'ri:licliean ::;ulct:(?(l;:lp::lad

wark experience is based on the individus own statements. e veteran may present this document to f i
: ow ormer employers, pr ]
representatives of schools or colleges, or: it in any other way that may prove beneficial to him. ployers, prospective employers,

1. LAST NAME—FIRST NAM(-.?MIDULE INITIA MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL ASSIGNMENTS

BERKMAN y NORMAN R . 10. MONTHS | 11. GRADE | 12. MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY -
2. ARMY SERIAL No. T3 onaoe 4. SOCIAL SECURITY No,

o S SGT | UNKNOWN 2 PVT |ARMD BASIC. TNG (521)
S _PFAMANENT T\?EICGl ADDX?/E Street, CiCounty, Stote) N '

™

CHICAGD, COOK Cu,” IL”

“BVI TSTUDENT " (62y

8. DATE OF ENTRY INTO 7. DATE OF SEPA'ION | B. DATE OF BIRTH
ACTIVE SERVICE

10 JUN b5 19 DEG6 | 20 AUG 17| 13 |S SGT|INVESTIGATOR (301)

9. PLACE OF SEPARATION

SEPARAT ION POINT
FORT GEORGE G. MEADEMARYLAND

SUMMARY OF MILITARY OCCUPATIONS
13. TITLE~-DESCRIPTION—RELATED CIVILIARCUPATION

INVEST IGATOR: =-SERVEWITH THE 970TH CIC DETACHMENT [N’ THE EUROPEAN

THEATER OF OPERATIOM CONDUCTED INVESTIGATIONS OF CRIMES, ACCIDENTS,
SABOTAGL, SEDITION, iPIONAGE, AND SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES IN WH{CH
MILITARY AND CIVILI/PERSONNEL OR PROPERTY WEFE INVGLVED.

WD AGD FomM 100 Tm supersedes WD AGO Form 100, 15 July 1944, which will not be used
1wl 1943 10



2nd page of Staff Sergeant Berkman’s 1947
Separation Qualification Record

MILITARY EDUCATION
NAME OR TYPE OF SCHOOL—COURSE OR CURRICULUM—DURATION—DESCRIPTION

C1C SCHOOL, HOLABIRD SIGNAL DEPOT, BALTIMORE, MAR'LAND, STUDENT
INVEST IGAGOR, 1945,
FUROPEAN THEATER INTELLIGENCE SCHOOL, ORIENTATIOh, GERMANY, 1946,

CIVILIAN EDUCATION

i. HIGHEST GRADE 6. DEGREES OR DIPLOMAS |7, YEAR LEFT OTHER TRINING OR SCHOOLING
COMPLETED SCHOOL 20. COURSE—NAME AND ADDBS OF SCHOOL—DATE  21. DURATIO
N — . N
LYRS HS DIPLOMA 1935

' MCHN. MARBHALT WIGH SCHdoL
CHICAGO, ILL

1. MAJOR COURSES OF STUDY

ACADEMIC

CIVILIAN OCCUPATIONS

TITLE—NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER—INCLUSIVE DATES—DESCRIFTION

SALES CLERK:--WORKED FOR THE WALKER JIMIESON COMNY [N RADIO PARTS,
WAITED ON-CUS RS ANS—EILLED MAIL.AND PHONE- OIERS. _ARRANGED,
DISPLAYED AND STOCKED, HANDLED MONEY, WRAPPED PKAGES AND MADE SUB-
STITUTION ON OUT OF STOCK ITEMS.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

| REMARKS

NONE

| SIGNATURE OF. PCRSON BLING SEPARATED 25. SIGNATURE OF SEP .RATION CLASSIFICATION (AME OF OFFICER (Typed or Stamped)

J W MARTZ
_ CWO  USA



Mr. Berkman’s Enlisted Record and Report of Separation
Honorable Discharge after second tour of duty

RACTER OF SEPARATION ' REFORT OF SEPARATION FROM THE DXPARTMENT
HONORABIE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES ARKY
| LAST NAME ~ FIRST NAMC — MIDDLE NAME GRADE — RATE — RARK AND DATE éuggmromm AND BRANCH OR
BERKMAN NORMAN RALPH USAR=-UNASG
=
S
5 _ . J13| AUG | 53] DISCHARGE
5  PUACL OF SCPARAIION 1112 DQUARTERS  COMPANY, FIFTH
<T .y,
& e ARMY, CHICAO 15, ILLINOIS
11 PLACE OF BIRTH (City and State)
. WEIGHT 6
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 17
. 14, SELECTIVE SERVICE LOCAL BOARD (City, County, State)
s
_ _NOT AFPLICABLE
NI oo
s 1 COREONEN $S COGHIZANT DISTRICT OR AREA COMMAND o
x| S BB EYEABL, NOT APPLICABLE
U/ MEANS Ol ENTRY OTHLR THAN.BY INDUCTION
[ Jenuste ReeNusTed 3 YRS [ commissione [ ] cALLED FROM INAGTIVE DUTY
TIVE 0
DAY TH o PLACE (C:;ly Iand State)
11 A3 )| GHICACD, “TTLINOIS
STATLMENT OF SERVICE FOR PAY PURPOSES
) SERVICE CCMPLETED FOR PAY PURPOSES EXCLUDING THIS PFRIOD
22 NET SERVICL COMPLETED FOR PAY PURPOSES THIS PERIOD
29 OTHER SERVICE (Act of 16 June 1942 as amended) COMPLETED FOR PAY PURPOSES
24 TOTAL NET SERVICE COMPLETED FOR PAY PURPOSES L
2/ DECORATIONS MEDALS. BADGES. COMMENDATIGNS. CITATIONS AND CAMPAIGN RIBGONS AWARGED OR AUTHORIIED
L
o N B
. ARMY OCCUPATION MEDAL (GERMANY)
.
28 MOST SIGNITICANT DOTY ASSIGNMENT HEADQUARTE RS, 29 WOUNDS RECEIVED AS A RESULT OF ACTION WITH ENEMY FORCES (Plave and date, if known)
CIRTH ARNY, CHICAGO 15, TLLINOIS NONE
30 SERVICE $CAODLS Dif COLLFGES. COULEGE TR . 31 SERVICE TRAINING COURSES SUCCESSFULLY
POST-GRAD. COURSES SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED MAJOR COURSES COMPLETED
MILITARY INT=LLIGENCE SCHOOL MILITARY
HIEADG: ARTERS, FORT RILEY, INTELLIGENCE
M ]
KANSAS JUN 51-AUG 51 INTERROGATOR
GOVERNMUNT INSURANCE INFORMATION. (A) Permanent plan premium must conlmue 1o be paid when due. of wilhin 31 days Iherealler. or insurance wili lapse. (B) Term insurance nol under waiver same as {A) above
16} Term amsunanee uader vaivet = piconmm paymeil st be resumed wiihin 120 ways after separation. Forwatd preamums on NSUI lo Velerans Adunnistiation District Office haviag junsrhiction over The arva shiown 1n Hem
7 Favwend prenmunr, o7 USGUE In Velerans. Adimistralion Washingion 25 D C (See VA Pawphlel 9 3).%en payme premuuns give lull name, addsess. Scrvice Humber Policy Number(s) Branch of Sevice, dale
e patatmn. Contael neaest VA oltce Tor nlonnation cimeermng Government Uil bnsurance
38 REMARKS (Corntinue on reverse) 39 SICNATURE OF BFCER N]HORlZEU TO SIGN
& NO DAYS LOST UMUER SIECTION 6A, APPENDIX 2B, NCM 1951
Fal BLOOD GROUP "™
£ ITEY -3~ SERGEANT E-~5 (P) 27 JUNE 1950 AL 6RADE o T
5 W. F. YERKS, CWO, USA
PURSCNNEL OFFICER
A0 A BENEMITS PREVIOUSLY APPLIED FOR (Specily trpe) '
COMPENSATION PENSION INSURANGE BENEFITS £TC A T T N oY T N L
o NONE [ NOT APPLICABLI
11_DATES OF LAST CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT [ 32 MAIN CIVILIAN OCCUPATION 13 NAME AND ADDRESS OF LAST CIVILIAN ERPLOYER S
L_DATES OF LAST CIVILIAN EMPLOYHIE : o ‘ |
= g7 | 1950 [MUSICIAY, TNSTRUMENTA - ANDREE'S 213 CLUB,
S Jh o 720 L 0=2h,120 7 213 EAST SUPERIOR STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOI:
» A UNITED STATES CITIZEN 45. MARITAL STATUS] 46. NON-SERVICE EDUCATION (Years successfuily completed)
= GRAM- | HIGH [COL- | DEGREECS) MAJOR COURSE OR FIELD
s [X]wes [ ] MAR |SCHOOL [LEGE
= |MARRIED |8 | 4|0 | NOME ACADEMTC
" L

PIRMANLNT ADORCSS FOR MAILING PURPOSES AFTER SEPARATION (St.. R.F D.. City, County and State)
51L3 SOUTH KENWOOL AVENUE, (COOK COUNTY) CHICAGO,
ILLINOIS

48 SIGNATURE OF PERSON DUING SEPARATED

3 D | f&""éz 21 4 E%T,'S'BSSFOE[%'}N INDIVIDUAL'S COPY (TO BE DELIVERED TO THE INDIVIDUAL BEING SEPARATED)



Two Certificates of Training, received by Sergeant Berkman during his second tour of duty.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

CERTIFICATE OF TRAINING

SERGEBAHT  HORMAH

NAME

51 Military Law and Administretion of Military Justice - Basic Course &

TITLE OF COURSE

Fort George G. keade

. Meryland

- - Z/ Z'/fd»{{//._{/ £ G gcxxA Léé—*v-

CHARLES } JIME
Y 1 B
becember 3, 1950 Lt Yolonel, JAGU
r OATE - : TITLE
lustructor

DA fs?.?n‘ﬁ 87 FEFLACES WO FORM 47, 1 JUN 45, WHICH IS OBSOLETE.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

- CERTIFICATE OF TRAINING

dorien [ Peviran _!27_335,_» |
NAME 3
Aad%wf@%w@/m)/y}' ;

Bilitary Justlce Basic Qourse # "A"
TITLE OF COURSE

Gvorn al

A,F. BEROL
13 il = = Mai. Inf
baYE b N TITLE
Commanding
DA ,FJAN 0 87 %‘;”T(Eg{ REPLACES WD FORM 87 | JUN 45. WHICH IS OBSOLETE.
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Letter of Commendation received by Ma§ter Sergeant Berkman,
shortly before his 2nd honorable discharge.

I August 1953
SUBJEOT: letter of Commendation

TO0: Assistant Ohier of Btaff
(~2 Seotien

Headquarters Mrth Army
1650 B, Hyde Park Blvd
Chicago 15, Illinois

oigtion for the
iade available
ipsaker for the Troop

0 Buropes., The presence
added immonsurahly to
gram,

2. MN/8gt berkman is to be commended for his ability to
deliver to an audience the fy

11 imoort of the subject material, and
to hold the ful} interest of an audience with hig oasual, narrative
method of discussion,

FOR THE OOUMANDING OFFICER i

UH s it

He Re HINDERLITER
Lt. Que
I & K officer



532nd Military Intelligence Battalion

Sgt. Berkman’s unit during his 2nd tour of duty.

NAJOR $32d HILITARY INTELLIGENCE BATTALION SURORDINATE ELEMENTS (U)

IN

US ARMY BORDER OPERATIONS IN GERMANY, 1945-1983,
by William E. Stacy

http:/ivww.usarmygermany.com/Sont.htm Thttp& & &www.usarmygermany.com/
Units/Military %20Intelligence/USAREUR_532ndM1Bn.htm#45th
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This photograph of Mr. Berkman and his daughter,

Judith Carlson, was taken in the last year of his life in
Florida. Mrs. Carlson interviewed her father for this project
in March, 2008, shortly before he passed away.



